Florida House of Representatives

HOUSE MAIJORITY OFFICE
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida

32399-1300

Carlos Lopez-Cantera 322 The Capitol
Majority Leader (850) 488-1993
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Rebekah Hammond
May 2, 2011 (850) 488-1993

House Majority Leader Lopez-Cantera Calls on Bill Nelson to Apologize
for Politicizing Capture of Osama Bin Laden

Tallahassee, Fla. — Florida House Majority Leader Carlos Lopez-Cantera (R-Miami) issued the
following statement regarding a press conference held today by U.S. Senator Bill Nelson, hosted
by Members of the House Democrat Caucus. During the press conference, Senator Nelson
accused the Florida Legislature of trying to deny the right to vote to those soldiers who aided in
the capture and killing of terrorist leader Osama Bin Laden.

“Senator Nelson’s tactics amount to nothing more than an outrageous political stunt, motivated
solely by his re-election campaign at the expense of our Armed Forces. His disgraceful
suggestion that the Florida Legislature would attempt to diminish the voting rights of American
heroes is offensive and untruthful, and | demand that Senator Nelson immediately apologize for
politicizing what should be a moment of unity for our nation.

“As Americans, we should be celebrating the capture of Osama Bin Laden as a step forward in
the war on terror, remembering the thousands of American citizens he killed and those who
have lost their lives in the global war on terror. Instead, Senator Nelson is using this American
victory as a campaign stunt, and that is deplorable.

“As a U.S. Senator, he should be focused on tackling our failed federal immigration policy,
preserving the space coast economy, and pushing back against an administration that is
threatening to raise taxes on job creators when Florida is experiencing record high
unemployment.”
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